Pharmacologic implications of neurobiological models of schizophrenia.
The dopamine model of schizophrenia has been supplanted by several additional models in order to account for genetic findings, risk factors, course of illness, and the diversity of symptom domains. The increasing number and complexity of potential models for this heterogeneous disorder offer new targets for pharmacologic treatment that differ in their appropriate time points for intervention and in their potential effects on the course of illness. This article reviews relevant neurodevelopmental, biochemical, and neurodegenerative models with respect to potential pharmacologic opportunities.